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Message from the President

Prof. Marta Imamura
President of ISPRM

A time of unlimited possibilities
Distinguished members of the ISPRM ,
We are celebrating UN International Day of Persons with Disabilities, on December 3rd, 2013 with
the launching of the World Health Organization (WHO) and International Spinal Cord Society (ISCoS)
joint publication: the International Perspectives on Spinal Cord Injury (IPSCI). IPSCI is fully available
at the WHO website, and provides recommendations for actions based on the evidence described in
epidemiology, services, interventions and policies.
After the Convention for the Rights of Persons with Disability (CRPD) coming into force in M ay 2008,
2013 has been a landmark year for its implementation.

After the approval of WHO Disability

resolution during the 66th World Health Assembly in M ay, 2013, WHO is now preparing the Action
Plan 2014-2021: Better health for persons with disability! Several consultations for this action plan
have taken place and the ISPRM was able to collaborate as an official partner of the WHO during
the online survey in September/October and at the Pan American Consultation for the Americas in
Quito, November 2013.
A special issue on the implementation of the World Report on Disability in several sub-areas of the
World will be soon published in the American Journal of Physical M edicine and Rehabilitation.
Following the same atmosphere, the specialty of Physical and Rehabilitation M edicine lives in a
unique moment of our history, as the health of persons with disabilities is becoming a priority item
in the global health agenda.

ISPRM was able to deliver three online rehabilitation courses: on Robotics and Rehabilitation,
Fascial M anipulation, and Rehabilitation of Neurological Conditions.

The ISPRM International

Exchange Program is now available at the members-only session of our website, bridging the gap
between ISPRM members and internationally recognized Physical and Rehabilitation M edicine
Institutions that offer fellowships and visiting opportunities. In 2013, a talented PRM physician from
Greece, Efthimios Kouloulas, has crossed the bridge, and attended a three-month fellowship
program at the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago in the area of pain.
After the call from the President of the Philippine Academy of Rehabilitation M edicine (PARM ), Dr.
Romil M artinez, ISPRM has also been able to act immediately, through its recently formed and very
active Disaster Relief Committee, to assist in the disaster relief of the devastating typhoon Yolanda.
For 2014, the ISPRM has the challenge to reach several National Societies to share their expertise
and assist in the implementation of the WHO Action Plan 2014-2021: Better Health for Persons with
Disability, if approved in M ay 2014, during the 67th World Health Assembly. In order to facilitate this
task, and in close collaboration with the membership committee, the ISPRM has signed the mutual
recognition agreement with the Baltic and North Sea Forum of Physical and Rehabilitation M edicine
and will hopefully, soon also collaborate with ASEAN and the M editerranean Forum.
I take this opportunity to wish all of you and your beloved families a blessed holiday season and the
most magnificent 2014!!
Together, we will be able to make a difference to improve the health of persons with disability
worldwide, by sharing WHO’s vision described in Draft 1 of the WHO Action Plan: “a world were
persons with disabilities and their families enjoy the highest attainable standard of health”.

Cheers!
Sincerely,
M arta Imamura M D PhD
President, ISPRM

News from ISPRM Office
downloadable membership certificate:
We are pleased to inform you that you are now able to download a copy of your membership
certificate from the members area by following these steps:

1. Log in in on ISPRM website on the members area
2. Select "update profile"
3. Download your membership certificate for any year of membership held!

Call for Dues 2014:

In January 2014, the ISPRM M embership team will start the collection of membership dues for 2014
for both for societies and individuals.
2014 sees a change to the society dues, as of January 2014, all society members of ISPRM will be
what was previously known as “Combined Society M embers”. This means, once society dues are
paid, all members of that society automatically become members of ISPRM , and have access to all
member benefits. To renew society membership please contact isprmmembership@kenes.com
Individuals can renew their membership, by clicking here and following the steps! Don’t forget if
you are a member of a national society, once your society has paid ISPRM dues you can register as
a member for free.
If you have any queries, please contact the membership team: isprmmembership@kenes.com
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The Foundation for PM &R is currently soliciting

contributions

to

create

an

endowed

Pain

M anagement and Spine Care Research Fund.
Our initial goal is to raise a minimum of $250,000
to support a $10,000 annual pain management

Dr. Sheldon Berrol: Champion of Brain

research grant in perpetuity.

Injury Rehabilitation and Disability

You can support this initiative today by making a

Rights
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look for the Pain M anagement & Spine Care
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Thiru Annaswamy, M D, and M artin Grabois, M D
Co-Chairs, Pain M anagement and Spine Care
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including rehabilitation. Progress on both
these fronts must be appreciated in light of
the

contributions
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subspecialty now referred to as brain injury
medicine) and was also an active participant
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International Exchange Commitee
(IEC) website is now live!

ISPRM is pleased to announce the grand
opening of the website for International
Exchange Committee (IEC) which contains
the lists of worldwide participating host
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Incidence Rates for Traumatic Brain
Injury in Children
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Report World-Musculus 2013 & EuroMusculus IV
Dear colleagues,
The

1st

ISPRM

endorsed

musculoskeletal

ultrasound course “WORLD-M USCULUS 2013 &
EURO-M USCULUS-IV” was held in Antalya, Turkey
(4-6 Dec 2013). 45 participants from Brazil, Italy,
Belgium,

Greece,

Bosnia

and

Herzegovina,

Serbia, Poland, Netherlands, Portugal, Kuwait,
Singapore, Philippines and Turkey found the
opportunity to follow theoretical lectures -but
more hands-on practical sessions under the
supervision

of

8
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trainers/sonographers

(with

ultrasound

Five
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8

high-tech

half-days

were

allocated for diagnostic/interventional imaging
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imaging has already made physiatrists better
capable of data acquisition, one half-a-day was
dedicated
online
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