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WHO INVITES ISPRM 
 

By 

JOHN L. Melvin, MD, MMSc 

 

 

The Disability and Rehabilitation Team (WHO/DAR Team) of the World Health Organization 
(WHO) has formally invited the ISPRM to send a representative to the WHO Second Informal 
Meeting on Medical Rehabilitation.  J. Melvin, Past-President and member of the WHO Liaison 
Committee, will attend on behalf of the ISPRM. 
 
WHO published in 1981 its current document containing the official recommendations of WHO to 
Member States in the field of Medical Rehabilitation.  This document, Report of the WHO Expert 

Committee on Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation, needs replacement because of the 
extensive changes in the field of medical rehabilitation since 1981. 
 
The process for replacement involves convening a study group to make an official revision of a 
background document.  This official revision will be distributed to the Member States and the WHO 
World Health Assembly for review and possible further revision.  The Assembly will have to 
approve the final version of the new Report for its recommendations to be official. 
 
The Member States of the WHO are the various countries of the world.  Often these countries will 
adopt as their health policy the official recommendations of the WHO.  Thus, the deliberations of 
such meetings can have great influence including determining how medical rehabilitation might be 
delivered, organized and financed. 
 
The WHO invited the ISPRM to participate because it is a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) 
in official relation with the WHO.  This means the ISPRM periodically develops plans of 
collaboration that the WHO approves after reviewing the success of the previous three year plan.  To 
maintain its NGO status it is important the ISPRM monitor throughout the three year periods its 
progress towards accomplishing the goals in the collaboration plan.  As an NGO, the ISPRM also 
receives invitations to participate in the WHO World Health Assemblies where it has final 
opportunities to influence the recommendations of the WHO. 
 
In the past the ISPRM and its predecessor organization did not take advantage of these opportunities 
to participate in the development of international health policy.  As medical rehabilitation becomes 
more of a core health service it will become more important that the views of the ISPRM are 
considered in these policy discussions. 
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MANAGING THE MOST COMMON PROBLEM IN REHABILITATION -  

PAIN MANAGEMENT IN REHABILITATION 
Editors : Trilok N. Monga, M.D. and Martin Grabois, M.D.  
 

Pain is a common symptom of many diseases and is often referred for a physical medicine and rehabilitation consultation.  
Pain Management in Rehabilitation synthesizes information about the diagnosis and management of various pain syndromes in 
patients with primary disabling diseases.  It discuss pain as it relates to variouis disease processes from the perspective of both 
rehabilitation specialists and primary care providers.  It describes pain syndromes, and their assessment of management, in 
some of the most common impairments seen in a rehabilitation setting. 
 

This is a complete guide to the successful management of pain in persons with a primary disabling disease, with the goal of 
preventing physiologic and functional decline and the improvement of functional abilities, which in turn lead to enhanced 
psychosocial functioning and quality of life. 
 

Contents.  Model of Pain and its Management; The Evaluation of Pain Complicating Primary Disabling Disease; Pain-Related 
Psychosocial and Vocational Issues in Rehabilitation; Pain Syndromes Following Spinal Cord Injury; Post Stroke Pain; Pain 
Management in Traumatic Brain Injury; Pain in Multiple Sclerosis; Management of Pain Associated with Peripheral 
Neuropathy; Pain Associated with Poliomyelitis; Pain Management Post Amputation; Arthritis Pain; Pain Management and 
Cancer; Burn Pain-Evaluation and Treatment; HIV Pain Management. 
 

2002; 352 pages, $89.95, ISBN: 1-888799-63-3   
Ordering Information:  1-800-532-8663; Fax: 1-212-683-0118; e-mail:  orderdept@demospub.com 
 
 

CRITICAL REVIEWS IN PHYSICAL AND REHABILITATION MEDICINE 
Editors : Martin Grabois, and Ernest J. Henley 
 

Physical Medicine encompasses all healing technologies other than those based on altering body chemistry (drugs) or integrity 
(surgery).  This journal provides reviews of well-established diagnostic methods, clinical modalities and techniques, and 
physical and rehabilitative methodologies for specific etiologies amenable to treatment by physical medicine. 
 

The journal appears quarterly, and includes from one to four articles that summarize and evaluate the current status of an 
important topic.  Topics and authors are chosen by members of our distinguished Editorial Board, all of whom are leading 
practitioners, researchers, and active contributions to the literature in their area of expertise.  The focus of the journal is 
directed at making available critical assessments of subjects that comprise the advancing frontiers of this field. 
 

Contents of the Previous Volume 
Rehabilitation of Chronic Motor Conversion Disorders, R.W. Teasell and A.P. Shapiro – The Biomechanics of Canes, 
Crutches, and Walkers, A.B. Deathe, K.C. Hayes, and D.A. Winter – Electrical Stimulation for Urinary Incontinence, J.S. 
Wheeler, Jr., J.S. Walter, and W. Cai – Cognitive Sequelae of Stroke:  Visuospatial and Memory Disorders, P.W. Halligan and 
J.M. Cockburn – Electromyographic (EMG) Findings in Denervation, M.B. Bromberg  - Lateral Epicondylalgai: Diagnosis, 
Treatment and Evaluation, E. Haker  - Respiratory Problems in Chronic Neurological Disorders, J.M. Annoi, J.C. Chevrolet 
and J. Kesslring – Idiopathic Brachial Plexus Neuropathy: A Review, S.S. Yang and E.B. Hershman – Myofascial Trigger 
Point Injection, C.Z. Hong – Rational Prescription of Exercise in Managing Low Back Pain, W.C. Walker, R.A. Chiappini, and 
R.M. Buschbacker – Kinesiological Issues in Motor Retraining Following Brain Trauma, A. Nativ – Chemical Releases 
Associated with Acupuncture and Electric Stimulation, L. Debreceni  - Rehabilitation after Coronary Artery Bypass Surgery, 
E. Engblom, H. Hanalainen and V. Kallio – Delayed Onset Muscle Soreness:  Implications for Rehabilitation and Clinical 
Research, G.K. Fitzgerald – Diagnosis and Treatment of Chronic Compartment Syndrome, R.A. Pedowitz and D.H. Gershuni – 
Occupational Therapy in Brain Damage Rehabilitation – L. Soderback and J. Ekholm 
 

Subscription Information : ISSN 0896-2960 - Begell House Inc. Publishes, 79 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016-7892 – 
Telephone 212-725-1999 – Fax 212- 213-8368 
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PHYSICAL MEDICINE & REHABILITATION - THE COMPLETE APPROACH 
Martin Grabois, M.D., Susan J. Garrison, M.D., Karen A. Hart, Ph.D., L. Don Lehmkuhl, Ph.D.  
 
Physiatrists must aspire to the wellness of the whole person, physically, psychologically, socially and spiritually.  They must 
be ready to embrace both conventional and unconventional therapies when they are deemed safe and effective and reject those 
that are unsafe or not cost-effective. 
 

Practicing in the field of physical medicine and rehabilitation requires many different skills, from patient evaluation to general 
exams and palpation, from injection procedures to very specialized rehabilitation skills.  Armed with knowledge about 
musculoskeletal and neurologica, medicine and practical skills, the physiatrist is first concerned with the preservation and 
restoration of function and maximization of independence and coping skills. 
 

This exciting new book, Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation:  The Complete Approach, will serve as a complete spectrum 
of topics involved in the assessment and care of patients with diminished physical function.  This reference provides the 
collective wisdom of scientists and clinicians who have broad and lengthy experience in identifying and management of 
problems faced by people with disabilities. 
 

Esteemed professionals from Baylor College of Medicine Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and from 

across the world have come together to develop the definitive reference in this burgeoning field. 
 

♦ Most comprehensive reference available 

♦ Includes FREE CD-ROM with search capability for entire text and all illustrations 

♦ Outstanding group of senior editors from one of the most prestigious PM&R departments in the world 

♦ Edited by a past president of the Academy and two past presidents of the Congress 

♦ Focuses on finding and implementing practical solutions for those with disabilities 

♦ Emphasizes the interdisciplinary teamwork and leadership skills necessary for assisting the person with a disability to 
achieve the desired outcome 

 

A must-have reference for every physician in the field of physical medicine and rehabilitation 
 

[November 1999;  0-86542-536-1;   2,404 pages;  655 illustrations; hardcover;  $199.00] 
 
 

 

ENDORSEMENT OF YOUR CONGRESS BY THE ISPRM 
 

International congresses can be endorsed by the ISPRM if they meet the international standards of quality and if they are 
directly related to the field of PM&R. 
An application for endorsement of your congress can be submitted to the ISPRM Central Office and the President’s Cabinet 
will decide on the endorsement. 
 

If positively evaluated, the Congress can use the ISPRM patronage and the ISPRM logo in its congress announcements and on 
the congress poster. 
 

ISPRM members participating in the congress will receive the same reduced fees as the members of the organising society. 
 

The congress will also be announced in the ISPRM monthly News & Views confirming the ISPRM endorsement. 
 
 

NEWS FROM NATIONAL SOCIETIES, MEMBERS OF THE ISPRM 
 

Please feel free to communicate news from your National Society to the ISPRM Central office for publication in this section of 
the News & Views. 
 
Also information on PM&R awards, university activities, rehab projects etc … will be greatly appreciated. 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND CONGRESSES 
 

 
 

• 4th Congress of the European Federation of IASP Chapters, September 2-6, 2003, Prague, Czech Republic 
Visit www.pain2003.cz 
 

• 14th Annual Clinical Meeting of the American Academy of Pain Management, September 3-7, 2003  
Denver, Colorado. Visit www.aapainmanage.org 

 

• XI Congress of the International Headache Society, September 13-16, 2003; Rome, Italy   www.i-h-s.org 
 

• Rehabilitation International Assembly and Regional Conference, September 29-October 4, 2003, Durban, 
South Africa. 

 

• EuroSpine 2003, Annual Congress of the Spine Society of Europe, Sept. 30-Oct 4, 2003, Prague 
www.eurospine.org 

 

• International Congress to the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Portuguese Society of Physical and 

Rehabilitation Medicine. 1-4 October 2003, Porto, Portugal – visit www.spmfr.com 

 

• 19th National Congress of the Turkish Society of Physical  Medicine and Rehabilitation, October 4 - 8, 
2003,  Atlantis Hotel, Belek, Antalya. www.ftr.kongresi.org 

 

• Annual conference of the Chinese Society of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, October 14-18, 2003 in 
Jinan city, Shangdong province. Theme: Rehabilitation in Spine Diseases and Injury. Contact: Dr Wu Zongyao, 
wuznyao@online.cq.cn or www.capmr.org/meeting/2003/index.htm 

 

• American Academy on PM&R - AAPM&R - 64th Annual Assembly & Technical Exhibition, October 9–
12, 2003, Chicago Hilton, Chicago, Illinois (USA), Visit: www.aapmr.org 

 

• Annual Meeting of the French Society on PM&R – SOFMER, 16 – 18 October 2003, Lille 
http://www.technimediaservices.fr/sofmerlille/ 

 

• 20th Anniversary of the Chinese Association of Rehabilitation Medicine: "Development of Rehabilitation 
Medicine in China– Past, Present and Future" October 20 to 24 in Beijing, 2003. Contact Prof Jianin Li at 
lijianan@public1.ptt.js.cn 

 

• 2nd European Course on Rehabilitation of the Hand, 26-30 October 2003, Bodrum, Turkey – visit 
www.vitalmedbodrum.com or email Prof. Henk Stam at h.j.stam@erasmusmc.nl 

 

• Annual Scientific Meeting of the Southern Pain Society, October 17-19, 2003; 2003, San Juan, Puerto Rico 

Congresses with the ISPRM logo in the left margin are endorsed by  the 

ISPRM and offer reduced registration fees to ISPRM Members 
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• The Southern Pain Society 2003 Annual Scientific Meeting in Conjunction with the Puerto Rico Pain 

Society: Pain Topics in the Tropics, October 17-20, 2003 - 3-Night Bahamas Cruise on Royal Caribbean's 
Sovereign of the Seas. E-mail:  southernpain@continuingededucation.net, Visit: www.continuingeducation.net 
 

• AMLAR CONGRESS - Asociacio Medica Latinoamericana de Rehabilitacion, will meet in Panama city, 
November 24 - 28, 2003. Contact; Dra Maricela Landires Iglesias, apdo 402 zona 15 Las Cumbres, Panama 
City. – Contact Prof. Marta Roa, President at impakt@sinfo.net 

 

• During 2003 Enablement will offer again the International Course in Management of Disability and 

Rehabilitation. This 4-week course usually attracts rehabilitation professionals from a wide variety of 
countries Contact: Huib Cornielje : h.cornielje@enablement.nl website: www.enablement.nl 

 

• The 6th International Conference on Pain and Chemical Dependency, February 4-7, 2004, Brooklyn, New 
York, visit  www.painandchemicaldependency.org 
 

• 32nd Annual National Conference of the Indian Association of PMR, 6-8 February, Calicut, Kerala, India., 
visit www.iapmrcon2004.org/ 

 

• Super EMG MMIV February 14-21, 2003, Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii, visit:  http://ccme.osu.edu 
 

• 8th Annual meeting of the Biofeedback Foundation of Europe, February 18-24, 2004, Zurich, Switzerland. 
Visit www.bfe.org or contact Vickie Gaves  Danielle Matto .at dm-matto@hetnet.nl 

 

• 8th Annual Meeting of The Biofeedback Foundation of Europe, February 24-28, 2004, Winterthur, 
Switzerland, information can be found at  www.bfe.org 

 

• The 4th World Congress on the Aging Male, February 26-29, 2004, Prague, Czech Repbulic 
Visit:  www.kenes.com/aging 

 

• Joint Conference of the American Society on Aging and National Council on Aging, April 14-17, 2004, 
San Francisco, California, visit www.asaging.org/summer-series 

 

• 2nd Japanese-Korean Joint Conference (Korean and Japanese Society of PM&R), April 24-25, 2004, 
Kyoto, Japan, contact: nobuishi@me.ndmc.ac.jp 

 

• Combined Annual Scientific Meetings of the Australian Society for Geriatric Medicine (ASGM) and the 

Australasian Faculty of Rehabilitation Medicine (AFRM), 27 – 30 April 2004, Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle 
Western Australia: Contact: AFRM@racp.edu.au 

 

• Annual Scientific Session of the American Pain Society, May 6-9, 2004, Vancouver, B.C., Canada,  
visit  www.aps.org 

 

• The 14th European Congress of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, May 12-15, 2004, in Vienna, 
 www.ecprm2004.org  or Dr. Michael Quittan, michael.quittan@univie.ac.at  
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• SCI ASIA Meeting,  Denver USA, May 14.-16, www.asia-spinalinjury.org 

 

• SpineWeek 2004, May 30 – June 05, 2004,  Porto, Portugal – Combined meeting of the Leading Scientific 
Spine Societies being the International Society for the Study of the Lumbar Spine – Spine Society of 

Europe -  Soc. Ibero-latino-americano de Columna Vertebral – Cervical Spine Research Society – 
Brazilian Society for the Pathology of the Spine – Asia Pacific Orthopaedic Association, Spine Section   

        Visit www.medicongress.com 
 

• 8th Congress of the European Federation for Research in Rehabilitation (EFRR) June 13-17, 2004, 
Ljubljana, Slovenia. Visit www.cd-cc.si/EFRR2004/ or contact: crt.marincek@mail.ir-rs.si 

 

• Principles and Practice of Pain Medicine, June 23-27, 2004, The Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel, Boston, USA    
Visit www.med.harvard.edu/conted        

 

• 5th World Stroke Congress, June 23-26, 2004, Vancouver, Canada, Visit:  www.kenes.com/stroke2004      
 

• 11th World Congress of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics (ISPO), 1-6 August 2004 
Hong Kong: ispo@pctourshk.com 

 

• Rehabilitation International Assembly and World Congress, August 9-13, 2004; Oslo, Norway.    
www.RI-Norway.no 
 

• 3rd World Congress World Institute of Pain, September 21-25, 2004, Barcelona, Spain, 
wipcongress@meet2.net 

 

• 3rd World Congress of the World Institute of Pain, 22-25 September 2004, Barcelona, Spain 
info@clinicadeldolor.com 

 

• 43rd Annual Scientific Meeting of the ISCOS, International Spinal Cord Society and the Hellenic Society 

Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, 26-29 September 2004, Athens, Greece. Visit www.triaenatours.gr 
 

• 5th Mediterranean Congress on PM&R, September 30 –October 03, 2004, Antalya, Turkey, visit 
www.medcongress.org or contact Pr. Tansu at Arasil, tansu@surf.net.tr 

 
 
 

Reminder: the 3rd ISPRM World Congress will be organised on April 10-14, 2005 in Sao Paolo, 

Brazil and the 4th ISPRM World Congress will take place on October 8-12, 2007 in Seoul, Korea. 

 
 

Please feel free to announce your upcoming congresses in this agenda by 

sending an email with all relevant information to the Central Office 

 

 


